“The paradox of education is precisely this—that as one begins to become conscious one begins to examine the society in which he is being educated. The purpose of education, finally, is to create in a person the ability to look at the world for himself, to make his own decisions…. But no society is really anxious to have that kind of person around. What societies really, ideally, want is a citizenry which will simply obey the rules of society. If a society succeeds in this, that society is about perish. The obligation of anyone who thinks of himself as responsible is to examine society and try to change it and to fight it—at no matter what risk. This is the only hope society has. This is the only way societies change.”







- James Baldwin
“Studying theory means you can take your own part in the struggles for power between different ideologies.  It helps you to discover elements of your own ideology, and understand why you hold certain values unconsciously.  It means no authority can impose a truth on you in a dogmatic way - and if some authority does try, you can challenge truth in a powerful way, by asking what ideology it is based on…Theory is subversive because it puts authority in question.”







-Stephen Bonnycastle

“Often literary theories change our views of a work of literature by proposing new distinctions or categories for looking at the work.  This is a bit like putting on a new set of glasses: suddenly you see things more clearly.”







-Stephen Bonnycastle, In Search of Authority
