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Final Exam:  Literary Theory (A)

Unless otherwise noted, please respond to each question in about 5 sentences.  You will receive a grade in the Mastery of Knowledge category.  There are 13 questions.  Each question is worth .3 for a total of 4 points.

1. Read the introduction from the following student essay that uses the feminist theory in its thesis.  Select a quotation as a piece of evidence from “The Problem That Has No Name” that supports the thesis statement found below.  Copy the quotation and explain how it supports this thesis.   

Bigger Thomas, the protagonist of Richard Wright's work, Native Son has a certain internal turmoil that goes beyond his age of twenty. If the racial tension that held Chicago hostage in the 1930's wasn't enough, he can add murder and being wedged in the crossfire between communism and capitalism to his growing resume of problems that plague his thoughts. As his increasing anger threatens to boil over into something horrible, right from the start you can see a not-so-obvious catalyst lurking in the shadows: the women in Thomas' life. Native Son is based on three main events: the murder, the "ransom", and the trial of Bigger. Because those three events dominate the book, it's hard to see anything else, including the other characters. Based on that, the women in Native Son are often unrecognized as true players in these events. Just as Bigger ignores the women, his mother, Mary Dalton, and Bessie, the reader ignores them too. 

2. Define the following literary theories by asking a question:

(For example:  Reader Response – How does this text connect to my life?)

a.  Formalist

b.  Marxist

c.  Feminist

d.  Psychoanalytic

e.  Historical/Biographical

3. Select one of the children’s stories that we read aloud in class and explain how it illustrates a particular literary theory.

4. In Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic theory, he explains that each person’s personality has three parts.  Identify each part of this theory and list 3 words that are essential to understanding each of them.

5. List two types of defense mechanisms and provide an example for each.

6. Using what you have learned about the life of Langston Hughes and the world that he lived in, analyze “Passing” through the Historical/Biographical lens.

7. Interpret the following concrete poem in two ways – one from a traditional perspective and one using the feminist theory.

8. Read the following biography of Junot Diaz, author of “Ysrael.”

Díaz was born in Villa Juana, a neighborhood in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. He had two siblings. Throughout most of his early childhood, he lived with his mother and grandparents in Santa Domingo while his father, Rafael, worked in the United States. Díaz immigrated to New Jersey in December 1974, where he was re-united with his father. He lived in the London Terrace Apartments, less than mile from what he has described "one of the largest landfills in New Jersey."

He attended Madison Park Elementary and was a voracious reader, often walking four miles in order to borrow books from his public library. His father abandoned the family in 1979; within months Diaz's oldest brother was diagnosed with leukemia and the family was plunged into a period of severe poverty. At this time Díaz became fascinated with apocalyptic films and books, especially the original Planet of the Apes films. Díaz graduated from Cedar Ridge High School in 1987.

He attended Kean College in Union, New Jersey for one year before transferring and ultimately completing his BA at Rutgers College in 1992, majoring in English; there he was involved in a creative-writing living-learning residence hall and in various student organizations and was exposed to the authors who would motivate him into becoming a writer: Toni Morrison and Sandra Cisneros. He worked his way through college by delivering pool tables, washing dishes, pumping gas and working at Raritan River Steel.  (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junot_D%C3%ADaz)

Now read an excerpt of an interview with Junot Diaz.

Interviewer:  Could you tell me about your very first published story?

J. Diaz:  It was a story called “Ysrael” about a kid who gets his face eaten off by a pig. That would be the plug line. But the real story is about diaspora, about Dominican families having to live in these worlds where parents are abroad, and their kids don’t really know them. It’s pretty much a story about families and brotherhood.  (http://www.webdelsol.com/Other_Voices/DiazInt.htm)
Now answer the following question:

Do you believe that Diaz wrote “Ysrael” using the historical/biographical lens?  Explain/defend your answer, making specific connections between “Ysrael” and his life.

9. Provide definitions for the following words from The Necklace:

· inscrutable 

· exultant 

· petulantly 

· volition

10.  Write the introductory paragraph for an essay that would analyze The Necklace using either the feminist theory, Marxist theory, psychoanalytic theory or formalist theory. 

11.  Revise the following thesis statement so that uses the feminist theory:

 The theme of “Mrs. Brown” is that you should do what makes you happy.

12.  Using the reader response theory, write a response to the following poem by Gary Soto:
“Saturday At The Canal”

I was hoping to be happy by seventeen.

School was a sharp check mark in the roll book,

An obnoxious tuba playing at noon because our team

Was going to win at night. The teachers were

Too close to dying to understand. The hallways

Stank of poor grades and unwashed hair. Thus,

A friend and I sat watching the water on Saturday,

Neither of us talking much, just warming ourselves

By hurling large rocks at the dusty ground

And feeling awful because San Francisco was a postcard

On a bedroom wall. We wanted to go there,

Hitchhike under the last migrating birds

And be with people who knew more than three chords

On a guitar. We didn't drink or smoke,

But our hair was shoulder length, wild when

The wind picked up and the shadows of

This loneliness gripped loose dirt. By bus or car,

By the sway of train over a long bridge,

We wanted to get out. The years froze

As we sat on the bank. Our eyes followed the water,

White-tipped but dark underneath, racing out of town.
13.  Tell this family’s story using the Marxist lens.
[image: image1.wmf]
“The Potato Eaters” by Vincent Van Gogh
