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The American Dream? Kristin/Koh

Project 1:

Banned Books Argumentative Essay

“Does your SSR book deserve to be banned at CAT?”

When most people think of arguments, they picture two people fighting over different viewpoints.  Therefore, many of us feel as if an argument is meant to cause conflict rather than resolve it.  But, originally, arguments intended to persuade others to alter or re-think their position on a certain topic.  To persuade your audience to reconsider their beliefs, you must, as the writer of your argumentative essay, move them from one position to a different one.  

So far in Humanities, we have examined the basic foundations of our government as established in the Constitution – the three branches of government and their powers as well as people’s basic civil liberties.  We have read books that have been banned and looked at how censorship is connected to our first amendment rights.  The following task asks you to make connections between our Constitutional Rights and the book you finished for SSR. 

Your Assignment Scenario:

As a charter school in its’ third year of existence, City Arts and Tech HS is mandated to provide the state of California with a list of books that have been taught in all English Language Arts class.  The books on this list include: Neverwhere, Night, Animal Farm, Fahrenheit 451, and Kaffir Boy.  CAT is also required to create a team to research if any of the books have ever been banned in public high schools.  If the “Banned Books Research Team” discovers that a book has previously been banned anywhere in America, they are required to write a letter to the Principal explaining why the book has been banned and explain their viewpoint about whether or not the book should be banned at CAT. 

Your SSR book is currently on that list.  In a clear, well-developed essay, present your position on whether or not your SSR book deserves to be banned at CAT.  Your audience is Josh Brankman.  By presenting your position, you are arguing for your point of view.  You want to persuade your reader to agree with you and you should be most concerned with making a convincing argument that, whether or not your reader agrees with your position, he/she will agree that your position is valid.  To successfully do this, your thesis must state your position and the body of your essay must develop and support that position with reasonable, well-chosen evidence.  

Essay Requirements: 

· Propose and present a clear controlling idea/thesis 

· Examine two or more significant works of fiction, specifically banned books

· Demonstrate an understanding of how the texts are situated within a historical context

· Provide relevant textual evidence to support ideas/thesis

· Develop ideas and concepts in appropriate depth

· Use grammar and language that engage the reader and that are appropriate to the audience

· Cite textual evidence accurately and consistently
· Include a Bibliography

· Due Date: First Draft:  Friday, September 22
· Length: 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, with a title (see back for structural guideline)
Use the following model as a general guideline for writing this essay:

Introduction (1-2 paragraphs)

· Grab reader’s attention with a hook

· Give background information

· What is book banning?

· What is the Pico case and how does it connect to book banning?

· What is the 1st Amendment and how does it connect to book banning?

· State your viewpoint

· Does your SSR book deserve to be banned at CAT?

Body Paragraphs (5-8 paragraphs)

· Include an example of a book/poem that has been banned

· Who/When/Where/Why was this book/poem banned?

· Do you have a piece of evidence to support this viewpoint?

· Explain your SSR books’ banning history

· Who/When/Where/Why was your SSR book banned?

· Do you have 1-2 pieces of evidence to support this viewpoint?

·  Discuss your viewpoint

· Does your SSR book deserve to be banned at CAT?

· Do you have at least 2 pieces of evidence to support this viewpoint? 

·  Discuss alternative viewpoints

· What is an opposing argument?  (Why should/shouldn’t this book be banned at CAT?)

· Can you argue against it to convince the reader to agree with you?

· Does your book deserve to be banned somewhere else?  During a previous time period?  Explain.

Conclusion (1-2 paragraphs)

·   Call for your audience to act

· What should Josh do?  Why?

