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Diving into Documentary

Racism Topics for Your Documentary


Immigration racism – Discrimination by people of a country against other people who want to immigrate to that country. For example, people from Mexico wanting to move to the United States. Think about the recent controversies around undocumented immigrants and how the attempt to exclude them might be racist policy. Also, exclusion and discrimination can be directed towards those who are trying to immigrate legally to a country. There is a long history of discrimination in the immigration policies in the United States based on the ethnicity of people who want to immigrate to the United States. This would be a very rich topic to explore in a documentary.

“America must be kept American. Biological laws show…that Nordics deteriorate when mixed with other races.” – Calvin Coolidge

Education racism – Discrimination based on ethnicity in education. There are many aspects to this type of racism including the following: cultural bias in standardized tests, inequitable school funding, “separate but equal” doctrine, segregation / desegregation, punishments for breaking school rules, use of I.Q. testing, and using test results to limit opportunities. 

Environmental racism – Definition 1: “Racial discrimination in environmental policy-making, enforcement of regulations and laws, and targeting of communities of color for toxic waste disposal and siting of polluting industries" Rev. Benjamin E. Chavis, Jr., Ex-Chairman of the NAACP. This definition holds that racism can be either intentional or unintentional. Definition 2: Decisions that restrict certain people or groups of people to polluted or degraded environments on the basis of race. Definition 3: Environmental racism is environmental policy-making or enforcement thereof that specifically and directly affects people of color, certain and ethnic/racial groups in a negative manner.

Prison and justice system racism – This refers to the discrimination against people of color in the penal system of the United States. The concepts include the following disturbing realities:

· Disproportionate imprisonment of people of color
· People of color are disproportionately targeted by police
· People of color are disproportionately arrested
· People of color face harsher treatment in court
· Discrimination against Native American tribe members

