Diving Into Documentary 

Smith/Maida 


Script Writing – Structure and Requirements


Overview

The purpose of your narration is to inform your audience in an interesting and engaging manner about the specific topic you researched relating to racism.  The purpose of your script is to organize your ideas in a way that support the pictures you are showing.  Your script should be written and geared towards your audience. 

Script Writing Process

1.  Each group member needs to organize the main ideas of your research into a cohesive narration that includes an introduction, a body, and a conclusion, similar to your Cry Freedom essay.  The script should be in a more conversational style than you would write an essay.  Since your script will be heard, read your script out loud often to listen to how it flows.

2. The script needs to include a teaser/hook, which will give an overview of what is to come in the entire 3-minute broadcast.  It should be no longer than 10-seconds. 

In addition to the script and photos you should think about the other aspects of the style that will enhance your documentary.  

· Graphics – your documentary can have graphics and visual images to use during the course of the film. 

· Font design – the documentary should have consistent fonts to use for segment titles, visuals, and clips during the course of the film.

· Music – there must be music in your documentary, which helps to create the mood for the message you are trying to convey.  You can use music at the beginning or end or throughout. However, make sure the music is school appropriate (no profanity or hostile language) and that it enhances your film.  If you use music at the same time you are speaking make sure your voice goes with the music and both can be heard.  

3. Your script should be…

· typed

· double spaced,  

· 12 point font

· Times 

· 3- 5 pages or 3 minutes

Due Dates

· 1st Draft Due – Monday 4/7/07 at the end of the day.

· Final Draft Due – Tuesday 4/8/07 at 12:20. You will record your script into iMovie on or before Tuesday afternoon.  
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