What is justice?

South Africa Exhibition Workshop

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission Simulation 

“Without forgiveness there is no future.” – Desmond Tutu. What would it take for you to forgive a person who murdered someone in your family? 

Objective: 

The objective of this simulation is to explore the potential of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to gain justice and to help heal the wounds of South Africa. The TRC was created with the conviction that in most cases, there would not be enough evidence to convict the perpetrators in a court of law. So, the commission makes the argument that it is better to attempt to learn what happened in the final moments of a loved ones life, the location of their body to allow a proper funeral, and to allow for some healing rather than chase a lost cause. The purpose of this simulation is to test that basic idea, is knowing enough? Is that justice? Does that lead to healing? If the TRC is not justice and does not help healing, what does? Is retribution and revenge justice? Would that allow those wounded by apartheid to heal? This simulation will hopefully help us wrestle with these issues and decide whether or not the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has given justice and begun the process of healing for all those who suffered in South Africa. 


In addition to a fundamental understanding of the TRC and the notion of justice in South Africa, we will also explore ideas of justice and forgiveness in our own lives and around the world. We will compare different ways to deal with justice such as in the CAT Community, the U.S. Criminal Justice System, Transitional Justice, street justice, and examples of how societies have attempted to heal from past tragedies. As a group we will be recreating trials from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. You will take on the roles of various historical figures and people whose lives were directly impacted by life in apartheid South Africa. On exhibition night you will perform a TRC trial and participate in a question and answer session about forms of justice. 
Simulation Requirements: 
In order to pass this exhibition, you must meet all the project requirements including your opinion paper, character analysis poster/video montage, and project reflection. For the actual simulation you must do ALL of the following:

·   Participate in all class activities that help develop your understanding   

   of the TRC, South Africa, and the notion of justice

·   Help develop a script for the TRC simulation 

·   Rehearse the TRC simulation, including your speech/testimony, the    

   questions to be  asked and the answers to the questions

·   Participate in the simulation by dramatically reacting a role in one of   

   the TRC  hearings

·    Be able to explain the connection between the TRC hearings and the 

   larger ideas of justice, forgiveness, transitional justice, and our society

Step 1: Class decision about the TRC stories we will tell the night of exhibition

· As a class we will watch the TRC trials/hearings for three different amnesty cases:

· The Amy Biel case

· The Guguletu 7 case

· The Craddoc 4 case

· Since we only have time for two different hearings on exhibition night, our class must make an argument for which two of the above three stories will be performed at the exhibition

· After discussing the reasoning behind selecting each case, the entire exhibition team must come to a consensus about which two stories are selected

Step 2: Select Roles for the TRC Simulation

· The entire class will be broken up into two different teams

· Read through the actual transcripts and testimonies for the selected cases

· These teams will roughly consist of the following roles, depending on which cases/hearings are chosen above:

· 3-4 Commissioners to preside over the hearing, ask questions, make the decision about amnesty

· 2-4 victims, or family members of victims (parents, mothers, wives, etc.)

· 2-4 perpetrators, and/or family members of the perpetrators

· Discuss the expectations for each role based on the specific case/s selected

· Everyone must select, and sign-up for a role to play in the simulation

Step 3: Write your script outline

· Each individual will be responsible for writing their specific contribution to the script, but an overall script must be developed by each simulation team (teams will now be divided by case/hearing)

· Teams must begin by writing an outline for their specific hearing. Individual lines do not have to be developed yet, but a general flow of events must be established. Blocking (movements on stage) should also be outlined.

· Keep in mind that each hearing should last about 20 minutes long

· Your team outline must be approved (with teacher signature) before moving on

Step 4: Write individual parts for the script

· After the team outline is complete, individuals need to start writing out their specific dialogue and parts for their character:

· Commissioners need to develop the questions to be asked of the perpetrators, the verdict to be delivered regarding amnesty, and background info. about the purpose and importance of the TRC

· Victims, or family members of victims need to prepare a speech or testimony about their experiences and feelings that they will deliver to the Commission. The victims may also think of questions or statements to pose to the perpetrators, the commissioners, or the world wide audience

· Perpetrators, and family will also need to prepare a speech or testimony that explains their actions truthfully in the hope of getting amnesty. The perpetrators may also think of questions or statements to pose to the victims, their families, the commissioners, or the world wide audience.

·  Individual parts must be approved before putting all the pieces together in the final step

Step 5: Putting it together, finalize the script and agenda for exhibition night

· As a team, flesh out the outline, so that all individual parts are assembled into a flowing, coherent, and powerful script for the night of the exhibition

· In addition, simulation teams will need to decide how to bring in the final elements into their presentation. Consider the following elements:

· How will the context be established? How will the TRC be explained and introduced? When and how will the video montage be incorporated?

· What is the larger learning that you have gained from learning about and discussing the TRC? What are the deeper understandings of justice that have been developed over the past two weeks? Connect the TRC to our world. 

