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Research Briefs:  What to Do and How to Do It

While researching your topic, you are required to document the research you do in Research Briefs; these Research Briefs will be information pieces that connect and strengthen your developing thesis.  The Research Briefs directly connect to the Scientific Literacy Rubric of the Graduation Portfolio, specifically for the “Conducting the Research” section.  You will be evaluated using the following criteria:

	Category
	“Advanced” section of the rubric

	Conducting the Research
	· Information is gathered from a variety of sources (primary and secondary) that represent varied perspectives on the issue

· The credibility and reliability of the information sources are thoroughly analyzed

· The information cited is relevant and essential to understand the issue.


These Research Briefs, will provide the foundation of your Research Analysis and will help to strengthen the thesis that you will develop.  Your research briefs will examine the 3 different aspects of your topic.

1. The social/cultural era that your innovation was developed in. (i.e.What was the defining ideas from which your innovation sprang from?)

2. The major thinkers/scientists/mathematicians that were involved in your specific topic -- both in support for and in opposition of the innovation.

3. The implications to present day society that this idea/innovation spawned. (Why is this idea so important in our world today?)

Some basic requirements: 

1. You will need to examine AT LEAST one primary source document (writings by an influential thinker of your topic that was in that time period, interviews, specific papers that led to the innovation, etc.)

2. You may only use one internet source, so the majority of your research must come from books.

3. Each requirement for the research brief must be substantive!  We will not accept fewer than 2 pages for each individual brief.

4. You will be utilizing this research after you develop your thesis, and revise your research to back up the thesis you have made, so it must be of high quality.

Research Brief Requirements 

	1) Social/Cultural Context

· Based on your reading, identify 10 quotes that describe the social and/or cultural context from which your innovation sprang.  

· Write an Analysis of the quote, specifically about the era/time period.

· Begin your analysis with the following sentences starters (or variations thereof):

· This quote identifies…

· This passage describes…

· From this quote, I understand…

· This means…

· From this passage, I know that at the time…




	2) Major Thinkers/Contributors of the Time

· From your reading, pick out 5-8 significant individuals that were instrumental to the development of your innovation (Some who were supporting the idea, and some who were in opposition of the idea!)

· Write up the major contributions of these people

· Write up biographical information about these people.  Here are some questions to help you in the development of these “character sketches”

· Who were these individuals and what were their contributions up to this point?

· How did these individuals become associated with your topic?

· What impact did these individuals have on your topic?

· What other historical data can you provide on these individuals?

· Were these individuals in support or opposition to the innovation?  Why?




	3) Present Day Implications

· Pick out 10 quotes from your reading that illuminate the present day impact of this innovation.  

· Analyze the quotes, focusing the present day implications. What would our world be like without this innovation?

· Identify the chain of events/ discoveries that have led to how this innovation impacts our world  currently.


