Benchmark #5:

Arguments and Evidence Outline

DUE AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS ON THURSDAY, February 15

Develop four to five supporting arguments FOR EACH COUNTRY, through the use of your research and notecards.  This will become the heart of your paper.

I. Rationale – describe in 5-7 thoughtful sentences why you decided to create your thesis statement.  Discuss the purpose of your thesis.  Explain how your thesis compares the two topics in the countries you chose.

II. Thesis Statement – Your thesis statement should have two parts: your topic, and then the analysis, explanation(s), or assertion(s) that you're making about the topic.  Your thesis statement should be a very specific statement -- it should cover only what you want to discuss in a potential paper.  Also, it needs be supported with specific evidence.  The thesis statement should only be 1-2 sentences.

III. Supporting Arguments and Evidence – You will need to come up with four to five supporting arguments FOR EACH COUNTRY.  These arguments help prove what you say in the thesis statement through the use of facts that were gathered through your primary source research. 

Please follow the following format:

AMERICA:
· First Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement.

· First Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the first supporting argument.  Include the source, notecard #, etc.

· Second Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement and is different from your first argument statement.

· Second Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the second supporting argument and should be different textual evidence from the first. Include the source, notecard #, etc.

· Third Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement different and is different from the first or second argument.

· Third Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the third supporting argument. Include the source, notecard #, etc.

· Fourth Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement different and is different from the first, second, and third argument.

· Fourth Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the fourth supporting argument. Include the source, notecard #, etc.

BRAZIL/CUBA/LATIN AMERICA

· First Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement.

· First Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the first supporting argument. Include the source, notecard #, etc.

· Second Supporting Argument Statement – this argument should be one sentence and should make a claim or assertion that supports your thesis statement and is different from your first argument statement.

· Second Supporting Textual Evidence – this should be textual evidence used to support your claim or assertion that supports the second supporting argument and should be different textual evidence from the first. Include the source, notecard #, etc.

· Etc.

