
[image: image1.jpg]


                              

 [image: image2.jpg]



In this workshop, students delved into South Africa’s attempt at moving forward from its apartheid past by using a method of transitional justice called the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).  They studied many TRC cases, compared them to other systems of justice in the U.S. and around the world, and artistically highlighted some participants in TRC hearings.  

Tonight you will see students’ renditions of two famous Truth and Reconciliation Hearings: The Amy Biehl Case and The Guguletu 7 Case.  While forgiveness is evident and amnesty was granted to the perpetrators in these two cases, many feel that the TRC did not achieve its goal of reconciliation between black and white South Africans. We hope that you learn more about South Africa from these re-enactments and continue the dialogue about “What is justice?” just as these students have.

Please keep in mind that the material presented in these cases is real and the descriptions and images of the violent atrocities committed may not be suitable for young audiences.

We encourage you to ask students questions following their reenactment of a Truth and Reconciliation Hearing.  Some suggested questions:

· Do you agree with the decision made by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to grant amnesty to the perpetrators? Why or why not?

· Did you learn about cases where the perpetrators did not get amnesty?

· What is restorative justice?

· Do you think that transitional and restorative justice hearings like the TRC lead to real justice?

· Why do you think it is important to study history like apartheid South Africa?

· What can we learn specifically from studying South Africa or the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to help us in the future?

Session 1: The Guguletu 7 Case



6:45pm – 7:25pm

This story offers a window into the everyday reality of millions of black South Africans during the peak years of the National Party government's crackdown on escalating resistance to apartheid.   In Guguletu, the same township where Amy Biehl was killed, another violent incident had taken place seven years earlier. Unlike the uncommon circumstances of Amy's death, this incident was all too ordinary during apartheid's most violent years.   In 1986, seven township youths were befriended and encouraged to raid the local police headquarters by an askari (a captured anti-apartheid activist who was coerced to work for the Security Police).
Before the raid could take place, the police ambushed and massacred the entire group of youths, while a school bus filled with children looked on.  Such tactics were common at the time, especially when the police needed to show they were having success maintaining order.
Posthumously known as the "Guguletu 7," their collective funeral became a galvanizing event, rallying thousands more to the cause of apartheid's defeat. Through the TRC process, the long-withheld details of the murders have gradually been uncovered. http://www.irisfilms.org/longnight/ln_gugu.htm
Cast: 

Wilhelm Riaan Bellingan (white Security Police Officer): Hiroshi Kurakata
Thapelo Mbelo (black Security Police Officer): LaDon Hudson
Cynthia Ngewu (Victim’s Mothers): Selemawit Gilgabir
Irene Mtsingwa (Victim’s Mother): Nicola Harvey
Ms. Khonele (Victim’s Mother): Nataly Zaragoza
Mia Eunice Thembiso (Victim’s Mother): Claudia Magallon
Albie Sachs (TRC Commissioner): Christopher Cousineau 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu (TRC Commissioner): Landall Bell
Dr. Pumla Godobo Madikizela (TRC Commissioner): Jian Ku
Narrators: Claudia Magallon, Hiroshi Kurakata, LaDon Hudson, Topher Cousineau 

Session 2: The Amy Biehl Case



7:45pm – 8:25pm

In 1993, Amy Biehl, a white American Fulbright scholar and anti- apartheid activist, was living in South Africa helping with the preparations for the country's first democratic election. On the day before her scheduled return to the U.S., she was brutally attacked and stabbed to death as she was driving friends home in the township of Guguletu, outside Cape Town.
Four young black South Africans were convicted of her murder and imprisoned. Each then requested amnesty from the TRC, pointing to the racially-polarized atmosphere at the time, the then-popular slogan, "one settler, one bullet," and their assumption that Biehl was a white South African.
 http://www.irisfilms.org/longnight/ln_biehl.htm
Cast:

Linda Biehl (Amy’s Mother) – Franchesca Saulson

Peter Biehl (Amy’s Father) – Martin Marquez
Mongezi Manqina (Perpetrator) – Curtis Davis
Ntobeko Peni (Perpetrator) – Jarad Lam-Dyer
Easy Nfomeli (Perpetrator) – Manraj Dhillon
Evelyn Manqina (Mongezi’s Mother) – Brittany Smart (Understudy: Selie Gilgabir)
Archbishop Desmond Tutu (TRC Commissioner) – Adrianna Lopez
Glenda Wilschut (TRC Commissioner) – Diana Torchiyan
Dr. Pumla Gobodo Madikizela (TRC Commissioner) – Richard Ayala
Narrators – Rich Ayala, Franchesca Saulson
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