Name __________________________________
Being the Other, Becoming Myself – Russo/Toker

Native Son Literary Analysis

Your task:

This essay will be a literary analysis that requires you to interpret the meaning/message of Native Son using a literary theory.  You will explore a topic of your own choosing using a theory of your own choosing. There are only two parameters to your choice: it must be a topic that 1) you find interesting or compelling and 

2) grapples with complexity.

Your requirements:

1. Present a clear, controlling thesis statement

2. Examine the ideas presented in the text using a literary theory

3. Provide relevant textual evidence to support your claims and ideas (using at least 5 cited quotations from Native Son and at least 1 cited quotation from another piece)

4. Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner

5. Give your essay an original title that reflects your viewpoint

6. 3-4 pages typed (approximately 1000 words)

7. Use academic formatting: double-spaced, 12 point font

8. Proofread carefully – you are turning in a final draft, not a rough draft
Your resources:

· Native Son by Richard Wright

· Readings from our class reader (The Ethics of Living Jim Crow, The Problem That Has No Name, The Communist Manifesto, etc.)
· Blog entries

· In-class writings, notes, reflections, homework assignments, etc.

Assessment:

You will be assessed on the “Literary Analysis” rubric from the ES Graduation Portfolio.


Your benchmarks: (which must be initialed by Kristin/Lauren before you start drafting your paper)

Benchmark One: Paper Proposal - Due November 8/9 (beginning of class)

Your first step is to propose a paper topic.  Write an email to Kristin/Lauren that proposes your paper topic. In at least one long paragraph,

1. present your topic and thesis as it now stands and why you want to explore it

2. show how you will interpret this topic using a literary theory

3. identify some of the passages in the novel that you would analyze in your paper

4. explain what will be challenging/engaging about this analysis

Benchmark Two:  Structural Outline - Due November 8/9 (end of class)

In whatever format is most comfortable to you, sketch out a structural outline of your paper. Think of what your reader needs to understand the logic of your thinking on this topic. You can use roman numerals, bullet points, a sequence of topic sentences, visual diagrams, whatever works best for you. Your outline does not need to give sentence-level detail, but it should show the sequence of your paragraphs. Your overall thesis should be apparent by this outline, as should your introduction, body paragraphs (with evidence) and conclusion.

Final Essay Due November 12/13

This may be a paper that you want to include in your graduation portfolio.  Keep this in mind as you write.
� This benchmark process was adapted from the “Song of Solomon” literary analysis essay, by Justin Wells





