…Blog Expectations…

When you write your blogs, you should ask yourself the following questions:

**1.  Did I COMPLETELY answer the question and do what the task asked of me?

2.  Did I include evidence?

3.  Did I meet the length requirement?

4.  Did I proofread my work?

5.  Is it clear from this blog entry that I have read and understand the required pages?

6.  Do I really push myself to make meaning of the text, or am I just doing the assignment to get credit?

Native Son Blog 1

Choose one of the following topics and respond to the questions in a COHESIVE blog that is at least 350 words (approximately 1 typed page). DO NOT just simply answer each question. You must respond to the blog as a WHOLE. (Think of it as a short essay.)  Your blog must be written in standard English (no textin' language). Your blog is due at the start of your next class.

Native Son

Knowing what you know about the setting of the novel and some of the issues that might be involved in the novel, what might this title mean to the novel and its purpose? What images does the title evoke for you? What are the connotations of these words in this context? in other contexts?

"Fear"

What are the connotations of the word fear? What might it mean in this particular novel? Why? What might be fearful in this novel based on what you might know about the novel already? Why? Who might be fearful or feared in this novel? Why?

"Flight"

What are the connotations of the word flight? What might it mean in this particular novel? Why? What might be in flight in this novel such as this one? Why? Who might be flying or in flight in this novel? Why?

"Fate"

What are the connotations of the word fate? What might it mean in this particular novel? Why? What might be facing its fate in this novel? Why? What role might fate itself play in this novel? Why? Who might be facing fate or tempting fate in this novel? Why?

Thinking about all of the titles

With the exception of Native Son, all of the book titles begin with the letter F. Why might Richard Wright have done this? It is obviously deliberate, but what is the significance? Why not title the entire novel with some title that begins with F? What might be the fate of something or someone that fears and flies? Why?

Native Son Blog 2

After reading up to page 81 in Native Son, please complete the following assignment: (Word count specifications follow. Get used to this, as it is good practice for writing college admission essays).

1. Interpret the following scene using either the Marxist or the Feminist lens:

Following Mary’s orders, Bigger picks up Jan at his home. The three go to Ernie’s Kitchen Shack. (pgs. 65-74).

Please include the following information in your response and remember to include textual evidence. Again, this should be a COHERENT response, not just simple answers to each question.

• Analyze the characters’ interactions through your chosen lens.

Marxist Lens -Who has the power? Who does not? How are the characters affected by power?

Feminist Lens -What are the gender dynamics presented in this scene? What role does each of the characters play within this dynamic?

• How do you think that this scene is representative of the societal dynamics at this time?

• From the perspective of your lens, why do you think Richard Wright included this scene? (300 words – 3⁄4 page – 1 page long essay)

2. What do you predict is going to happen next? Be specific. Why? (150 words - a well-developed long paragraph)

Native Son Blog 3

Respond to the questions in a COHESIVE blog that is at least 350 words (approximately 1 typed page). DO NOT just simply answer each question. You must respond to the blog as a WHOLE. (Think of it as a short essay.)  Your blog must be written in standard English (no textin' language). Your blog is due at the start of your next class.  Read up to page 149...

1. Interpret this latest reading using the formalist lens. In other words, how do the literary elements (WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF LITERARY ELEMENTS) of the text support the theme or meaning (ex. racism) of the story so far? Support your interpretation with multiple examples of textual evidence.

2. Interpret the same text using ONE of the following theories: feminist, Marxist, psychoanalytical, or historical/biographical. Support your interpretation with multiple examples of textual evidence.

3. Finally, interpret the text using the reader-response theory. Support your interpretation with multiple examples of textual evidence.

4. How do your three interpretations of the same text compare? What were you able to see through one lens that you were not able to see through the other? Is the general message of the text different through the different lenses? If so, how?

Native Son Blog 4 (up to page 215)

For this blog you will be deepening your understanding of Reader Response (RR) theory. Right now your understanding of RR theory may be something like, "RR is how I connect to a text." RR is more than that. RR theory states that “…People bring their own thoughts, moods, and experiences to whatever text they are reading and get out of it whatever they happen to, based upon their own expectations and ideas…”

Please return to your responses from the PPT called "Native Son Reader Response Characteristics." Here are the prompts you answered in class a couple of weeks ago:

1. Age

2. Gender

3. Race/Ethnicity

4. Social Class Affiliation

5. Religion

6. Highest level of education completed

7. Parents highest level of education completed

8. Neighborhood of Residence

9. Political stance

10. Beliefs:

A. I believe in the death penalty.

B. I have strong views on justice and taking responsibility for your actions.

C, I've been oppressed in my life.

D. I feel like I have many options in my life.

E. I value intelligence.

F. I am racist.

G. I'm reading the book in a class of _____ students with a white female teacher.

Write a COHERENT 350 word blog (about 3/4 of a page, single spaced) answering the following questions: How do the thoughts, moods, and experiences that you bring to Native Son effect the meaning that you take away from the story? Give SPECIFIC examples from the text (include evidence) from this last section of reading to prove your point.

Native Son Blog #5 (up to page 270)

Native Son Blog #5 (up to page 270) This blog entry was modified from Justin Wells' "Thesis Log" reading process project.

The purpose of this blog entry is to improve your skills in looking for paper topics while you're reading, rather than after you've read. As you know, your final project for this unit is a literary analysis essay that may be used to satisfy the ELA requirement in the graduation portfolio. For your essay you will explore a topic of your own choosing using a literary theory of your own choosing.

Questions to consider in this blog entry include: What struck me as significant in this reading (specifically from pages 215-270)? Why? How might I use a literary theory to frame a paper around this idea? Does this part of the reading illustrate a larger theme that is present throughout the book? If I were to write my paper on this topic, what should I pay attention to as I continue reading? What would be compelling or challenging about a paper on this topic?

Of course, for this blog entry to serve its purpose of helping you write a paper later on, it should include quotes and page numbers where appropriate. Please be sure to focus on pages 215-270 so you show that you have read the required pages. It should be around 350 words.

This blog entry also requires you to READ your writing group's blogs and come to class prepared to share what you think about their blog.

Native Son Blog #6 (from 270-340)

You need to start this blog by forming a robust question from PAGES 270-340 – a question that really interests you, has a complex answer, is worth investigating, and for which you can explore your self and the reading(s). Here is the structure for your blog (approximately 350 words):

1. Introduction - Introduce the question/questions that you are asking.

What questions are you asking? Why do they warrant attention? What do you hope to get out of this exploration?

2. Personal – What answer do I have for my question?

Before looking at other sources, look at your life for the answer. Describe the examples from your life that support your answer.

3. Literary – What answers does the reading(s) present?

This part asks you to pull one-two quotations from the reading(s) to answer your question. This part is like most essays you are used to writing. Make sure that you fully set-up and explain how each quote answers your question.

4. Conclusion – How do you make sense of this?

You will have explored two different perspectives to your question. How do you make sense of all of these ideas? What new sense of understanding do you have after exploring different sources for the answer to your question?

If you have 3 members in your writing group, 2 members do the regular blog assignment below and 1 member RESPONDS to the other two members. If you have 4 members in your writing group, 2 members write and 2 members respond. The RESPONDERS must be critical, thoughtful, and meet the 350 word requirement. The RESPONDERS job shouldn't be seen as easier, just different.

Native Son Blog #7 (pgs. 340-382)

In this section of the book, you are a witness to the trial of Bigger Thomas. You just read the prosecution's argument. Now you are going to make some inferences about what the defense needs to say to prove Bigger's case. For this blog, you are required to write a mock "opening statement" for the defense's side of the case. What does Max (Bigger's lawyer) need to say to show why Bigger committed murder? Please make reference to all of the following details:

1. How does Bigger's background (his race, his social class, his neighborhood) influence his actions?

2. Why is Mr. Dalton's role as the owner of real estate in the Black Belt important?

3. What were Bigger's intentions as an employee of the Daltons?

4. Was Mary's death an accident or not?

5. Is Bigger mentally/emotionally stable? Why or why not?

6. What caused Bigger to flee in the manner that he did?

