MLA Format for Citing Works and Bibliographies

When you write an academic paper, you will need to indicate specifically where your information is coming from.  If you don’t give credit to others’ ideas and words in your writing, it’s considered plagiarism.  Plagiarism is serious – it is considered a crime in published texts and students have been expelled from college because of plagiarizing in a paper.

There are different ways of citing your sources.  We will focus on the MLA (Modern Language Association) format for this paper.  It’s not difficult to do; it just required that you pay attention to details.  

Basic In-Text Citation Rules:

When you use a quote in your essay, you will need to refer to the original source.  Immediately following the quote, you place the author's name followed by a space and the relevant page number(s).

Example:

Human beings have been described as “symbol-using animals” (Burke 3).
The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. 

For example:

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263).

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).
With your group, write a sentence using a direct quote and cite it correctly:

	


Bibliographies

Not only do you need to cite your sources within your paper, but you will also need to include a list of references, or bibliography, at the end of your paper.  In your bibliography you will list all of the sources you used in your paper, in alphabetical order.

Rough Draft of Your Bibliography

Be sure to put your sources in alphabetical order on your final bibliography.

	1st Source



	2nd Source



	3rd Source



	4th Source (not required)




Bibliographies

Not only do you need to cite your sources within your paper, but you will also need to include a list of references, or bibliography, at the end of your paper.  In your bibliography you will list all of the sources you used in your paper, in alphabetical order.

A Part of a Book

Book parts include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form is:

Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. Pages.

Some actual examples:

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One. Ed. Ben Rafoth. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2000. 24-34.

Swanson, Gunnar. "Graphic Design Education as a Liberal Art: Design and Knowledge in the University and The 'Real World.'" The Education of a Graphic Designer. Ed. Steven Heller. New York: Allworth Press, 1998. 13-24.

Book with More Than One Author

First author name is written last name first; subsequent author names are written first name, last name.

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000.

If there are more than three authors, you may list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (the abbreviation for the Latin phrase "and others"; no period after "et") in place of the other authors' names, or you may list all the authors in the order in which their names appear on the title page.

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching of Composition. Logan, UT: Utah State UP, 2004.

Or

Wysocki, Anne Frances, Johndan Johnson-Eilola, Cynthia L. Selfe, and Geoffrey Sirc. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching of Composition. Logan, UT: Utah State UP, 2004.
Book by a Corporate Author

A corporate author may be a commission, a committee, or any group whose individual members are not identified on the title page:

American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. New York: Random, 1998.

Book with No Author

List and alphabetize by the title of the book.

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993.

An Entire Web Site

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you accessed the site <electronic address>.

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available on one date may no longer be available later. Be sure to include the complete address for the site. Here are some examples:

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. 26 Aug. 2005. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. 23 April 2006 <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/>.

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. 28 Nov. 2003. Purdue University. 10 May 2006 <http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/>.

Long URLs

URLs that won't fit on one line of your Works Cited list should be broken at slashes, when possible.

Some Web sites have unusually long URLs that would be virtually impossible to retype.  To address this problem use the main site’s URL. For example, the Amazon.com URL for customer privacy and security information is <http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ tg/browse/-/551434/104-0801289-6225502>, so we'd need to simplify the citation:

Amazon.com. "Privacy and Security." 22 May 2006 <http://www.amazon.com/>. Path: Help; Privacy & Security.

A Page on a Web Site

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author if known, followed by the information covered above for entire Web sites. Make sure the URL points to the exact page you are referring to, or the entry or home page for a collection of pages you're referring to:

"Caret." Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. 28 April 2006. 10 May 2006 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caret>.

"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. 10 May 2006 <http://www.ehow.com/ how_10727_make-vegetarian-chili.html>.

Stolley, Karl. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue University Writing Lab. 12 May 2006 <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/>.

Recorded Movies

Include format names; "Videocassette" for VHS or “DVD” for Digital Video Disc. Also list original release year after director, performers, etc.

Ed Wood. Dir. Tim Burton. Perf. Johnny Depp, Martin Landau, Sarah Jessica Parker, Patricia Arquette. 1994. DVD. Touchstone, 2004.

Adapted from MLA Formatting and Style Guide. 26 Aug. 2005. The Owl at Purdue. 7 Mar. 2007. <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/>.


