“The Immigrant’s Song”

An Evening of Oral and Digital Storytelling

Inspired by Real Voices and Real Histories

November 15th ad 16th at 6:30pm

General Project Overview

What is The American Dream?  Is it (can it be) a reality?  Does this dream mean different things to different Americans?  For the first Stellar Family Exhibition, you will become a storyteller.  You will show, through a creative monologue, an immigrant experience.  This experience is unique, and you need to deliver this story in a creative, unique manner.  You will use the interview and oral history as the foundation for your monologue.

Part 1:  Written Monologue Requirements

Literary Devices: You must create a strong sense of mood, character, and place.  This will be accomplished by using the following literary devices:

1. Three fresh, complex, symbols - No Clichés!!
2. Descriptions that include at least 4 different senses

3. Dialogue

4. Other possibilities include: foreshadowing, irony, flashbacks

Structure:  Your monologue must be organized and smooth.

5. Organization and transitions must be deliberate

6. At least 2 direct quotes from the interview must be incorporated

7. At least 5 words from the language of the person interviewed must be incorporated

Your monologue must be 4 pages double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font.

Due Date: Friday, October 27th, 2006

Part 2:  Digital Design Requirements

The digital component of the Immigrant’s Song project is a digital interactive art piece based on the story of the immigrant the student interviewed.  The final piece, a class composite of each student’s individual project, will be projected on the walls of the theater space the night of the monologue performance.

Before the performance, the composite piece will be available for parents, students, family and friends to press buttons in order to hear interview clips, evocative sound effects, images and animations. While performing, each student’s individual piece will be projected on the stage to serve as a dynamic “set”. The composite piece will also be on the school web site.

This project is about more than learning technical skills, as students are expressly concentrating their energies on the integration of design and concept.  While designing, students go beyond ornamentation and technical flashiness: their project designs specifically relate to their story’s deeper meaning. Each piece goes in to the details of an immigrant’s life, and uses music, sound effects, video, images and text to portray deeper patterns of significance.

Part 3: Performance Requirements
The Performance requirements are explained in "Exhibition Night Requirements"

