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Documentary Project

Diving Into Documentary

	Project Overview

Racism impacts all of our lives! What has been done about it? In some ways, racism has become so ingrained in our culture we may not realize what the impacts are. And we also may not realize that there are individuals and organizations out there fighting this ingrained, institutionalized racism every day. By researching one of the many ways that racism may affect your life, you will have material to lend your voice to this much talked about topic. You will take photographs and find photographs to create a short documentary film with visual impact using iMovie. You will also write a narrative and use narration techniques to clearly convey your message to the audience in your documentary.

The documentary project will be comprised of 6 important parts:

1. Research on racism topic
2. Photos

3. Script (for voiceover / narration – including bibliography)

4. Documentary in iMovie

5. Exhibition Night Presentation

6. Reflection
Research

You will conduct research using the Internet and printed articles about one of the following topics:

· Immigration racism

· Education racism

· Environmental racism

· Prison Industrial Complex/Justice System racism

Photos

You can use either digital images or developed prints (you will have to scan them in). You must have 25 - 40 images for your documentary. Take more photos or find more photos, so that you have several to choose from. Photos will represent various aspects of your documentary topic. You will use your own original photos or photos you find on the Internet. They should be of good quality in order for you to have a professional looking documentary.

Script (for voiceover / narration)

Once you have completed your research, you will write a script informing your audience about your topic. You will read from this script to create your voiceover / narration. You must include a bibliography at the end of your script. The following are prompts to think about for your script:

· What do you want people to learn?

· What is being done to resist this type of racism?

· How can people make a difference on a personal, local, national, international level?

· What did you learn?

· How has the research informed your views about racism?



	Documentary in iMovie

You will put your research and ideas in your documentary by creating a flow of images and narration that covers your topic in an insightful and interesting way. You will use iMovie to weave together your voiceover (narration) and images into a compelling documentary. This documentary will be the focal point of your presentation on EXHIBITION NIGHT. During your exhibition, you will use the LCD projector to show your digital presentation. The documentary must include the following elements:

· Title screen (title and writer(s)

· Photos (25 – 40)

· Voiceover (narration)

· Bibliography (at end)

· Credits (writer, producer, director, photographer, narrator)

Exhibition Night Presentation 
On exhibition night, you will present your work to the audience of family, friends, peers and community members. The presentation will have four parts:

· Introduction (introduce yourself and your documentary title and topic)

· Play your documentary on the LCD projector

· Discuss your process after showing your documentary

· Answer audience questions




Documentary Project Checklist

	Requirement
	Description
	Due date
	Completed

(Teacher signs off each task) 

	Racism Topic
	Topic you are researching
	
	

	Notes
	Index cards with notes

Include source of information
	
	

	Photos

	25 - 40 photographs of things that represent your topic 
	
	

	Script

	Typed script

This is for your voiceover/narration

3 – 5 pages
	
	

	Documentary
	Title screen – title and writer(s)

Photos (25 – 40)

Voiceover (narration)

Bibliography (at end)

Credits (writer, producer, director, photographer, narrator)

Created in iMovie
	
	

	Bibliography
	A complete bibliography of sources you used for your documentary. This goes in your iMovie documentary at the end.
	
	

	Questions for audience
	List of 3 questions for audience to ask you during Q & A
	
	

	Introduction
	Write out the brief introduction you will use on exhibition night.
	
	

	Practice
	Practice your presentation in front of classmate
	
	

	Practice
	Practice your presentation in front of classmates and teacher.
	
	

	Practice
	Practice your presentation in front of an adult (can be teacher).
	
	

	Process
	Write out the explanation of your process that you will say after you show your documentary.
	
	

	Reflection
	Written reflection about your process
	
	


