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Documentary Research Notecards

Due date: Friday, May 4 – at 12:20!

A documentarian is at first a reader. In order to become an expert on your topic, so that you may teach others about it, you must read a lot about your topic. When you sit down to write your script for your documentary, you are synthesizing what you have learned from your reading and adding your own critical interpretations, which informs the people who watch your documentary.    How do you keep track of all you have read?  By taking notes about it.  And one of the best methods for research notetaking is using notecards.

For your documentary, you are required to use index note cards to record your research. The notecard research system is time-tested and proven for a number of reasons, mainly:

· Notecards make it easy to organize your research.

· Notecards help the researcher to avoid the mistake or temptation of plagiarism.

On Friday, May 4, you must have the following:

· At least 10 notecards that observe the required format.  

· A complete, typed bibliography in MLA format.

What Goes on a Notecard:

The following elements are required on every notecard:

· A number that corresponds to the source from which the information comes. Your  bibliography should list the corresponding source in MLA format.

· If the source is a book or print article, the page number where the information is located.

· If the source is an Internet site, the date you viewed the site.

· Your initials, just in case the card falls on the floor and someone finds it.

· A single, distinctive piece of information from the source. This may be either a quote or a fact. Do not put more than one piece of information on each notecard; that defeats the purpose of using notecards, which is the ability to change the order of your facts with ease. Unless you are quoting something directly, write in shorthand to avoid plagiarism.
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Here are two examples of notecards with the required elements. One is from a book and the other from an Internet site:

Notecard from a book source:
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Notecard from an Internet source:

(Instead of page number, you record the date you viewed the site.)
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Writing Shorthand on a Notecard

One of the purposes of using notecards is that it creates a buffer between what you read and what you write, thereby making it easier for you to avoid plagiarism, or the presenting of someone else's ideas or language as your own.

With a research source directly before one's eyes, it is almost impossible for anyone, even the most expert academic writer, to avoid writing with a voice that is not one's own voice. Researchers have developed the notecard technique as a way to gather information without stealing someone else's voice or ideas.

The key is to write in shorthand: a form of notetaking without writing style that includes just the bare bones of the facts you gather.

Here are the methods for writing in shorthand:

1.  Do not write complete sentences. 

Write fragments and newspaper headlines. Take out a's, an's and the's. Strip down phrases to their barest elements.

Example:

You read:

In the middle of the jungle, rubber millionaires sat on the verandas of their huge villas and lit cigars with the Brazilian equivalent of hundred-dollar bills while their wives took baths in imported champagne.

On your notecard, you write:

-rubber millionaires

-huge villas in middle of jungle

-lighting cigars with $100 bills

-wives bathing in champagne

2.  Avoid writing verbs when you can. 

Much of a writer's voice comes from the verbs he chooses; repeatedly borrowing someone else's verbs can lead to plagiarism. When possible, record your notes using only noun phrases.

Example:

You read:

The demand for Brazil's rubber skyrocketed after the invention of the automobile in the United States.

On your notecard, you write:

-invention of automobile in US

-huge demand for Brazil's rubber

3.  Use symbols when you can: equal signs, dashes, arrows, bullets, etc. 

The less actual language that you use on a notecard, the easier it is to write with your own voice when you later incorporate that note into your paper.

Example:

You read:

The abolition of slavery in Brazil triggered major resistance against King Pedro II

On your notecard, you write:

end of slavery = resistance to Pedro II

