What is Justice?

South Africa Exhibition Workshop

Character Analysis Art Assignment

With a partner, you will be creating a character analysis poster. Your poster:

· Must tell the story of a South African who was either a perpetrator or victim of violence during apartheid

· Will be painted onto a piece of cardboard, with required information about the person, to be displayed during the simulation on exhibition night

· Step 1: Choose your partner, and your South African character

Select from one of the following characters, and find the related readings that you will use to write your character’s information: Steve Biko, the four police officers who murdered Biko, Amy Biehl’s family, the Craddock 4, the police who murdered the Craddock 4, Robert McBride, the Guguletu 7,Winnie Mandela, FW de Klerk, Albie Sachs, Thandi Shezi, David Ackerman, Mcusta Jack

· Step 2: Using the assigned readings, write a rough draft that addresses all of the following information:
1) Life & Times: In this section you are to determine the most important life events for this person/people. Specifically, tell their story related to the TRC. What did this person do (if they were a perpetrator)? Or, what was done to them (if they were a victim)? 10 well-written, and revised sentences, written from the perspective of your character. 

2) Is this justice?: In this section you must write from the perspective of the character and explain whether or not you are satisfied with the TRC. You must explain whether this character would have felt justice had been served. As you write consider these questions: Are you satisfied with the process of the TRC, and the decision of the commission? Why/why not? If you are a victim, should the perpetrators be granted amnesty? If you are a perpetrator, why should you be granted amnesty? 5-8 well-written, revised sentences from the perspective of your character. 

3) How do we heal?: In this section, you will be writing about whether or not your character believes the TRC will help the people of South Africa heal? Think about what your character would recommend for the future of South Africa. Is knowing the truth enough? Is that justice? Does that lead to healing? If the TRC is not justice and does not help healing, what does? Is retribution and revenge justice? Would that allow those wounded by apartheid to heal? 5-8 well-written, revised sentences from the perspective of your character. 

· Step 3: Create a layout of your poster including the following:
1) Sketch of the person, or people, the character analysis is based on

2) Placement/location of written information

3) Name & Title 

4) Two symbols that visually represent the experiences/beliefs of the character

· Step 4: Get cardboard, and paint. Create finished product with painted artwork, and neatly written or typed information

Alternative Assignment – Video montage 

Some students may have the option of creating a video montage instead of making a character analysis poster. No more than two pairs will be allowed to work on a video montage assignment. The purpose of the video is to document issues of justice, the power of truth, and reconciliation here within the CAT community. The video montage will be primarily composed of CAT student interviews – students and staff who have been facilitators/mediators of student conflicts at school, or possibly those who have been involved in conflict at school and have benefited from mediation and reconciliation.

· Step 1: Draft a proposal for your video montage. Who will you interview? What is the main theme of the video? What is the connection between mediation here at CAT, and the larger issues of justice, forgiveness, reconciliation, and the TRC?

Due May…

· Step 2: Set up interview schedule, to be approved by teacher and those being interviewee (student/staff permission must be established before filming begins)

Due May…

· Step 3: Complete filming

Due May…

· Step 4: Edit film, get teacher and interviewee permission before putting together the final cut. 

Due May…

