Name ______________________________

Literature with Kristin and Lauren

Literary Citings

Annotated Reference Guide:  Project Description

How can you use world literature as a tool to investigate and discuss topics that are relevant to life today?

How can you better understand an author’s message by studying relevant 

background information found in the text?

Why are we doing this?

In an effort to thoroughly understand the places, events, and characters you read about in your book and in preparation for writing your literary analysis essay, you will be responsible for creating a digital annotated reference guide.  This project will help you better understand the relevant background information raised in your novel which will help you better understand the message your author was trying to communicate in his/her book.

What is an annotated reference guide?

You must choose at least 8 topics from your novel that you feel are worth learning more about to help you understand your book better. These topics should connect to the overarching ideas and circumstances raised in your book in the following areas:

· Cultural
· Social
· Political
· Economic
· Historical
· Geographical 
· Philosophical
· Religious
Use your best judgment whether to choose one topic from each of the categories or several topics from just a few categories. You need to choose these topics while you read because we will be working on this project in conjunction with SSR during class.   
What is the end product supposed to look like?

You can be creative in how you will present your annotated reference guide.  At the very least, for each topic you choose, you will need to create a 1 page document/PowerPoint slide that includes the following:

· A 2-3 paragraph summary that explains your topic.  This summary needs to be written in your own words.  You need to find and cite at least 2 textual resources that you use in your research of each topic. 

· At least 1 visual resource that depicts your topic.

· A thorough paragraph that explains how learning about this topic adds depth to your understanding of your book.

· Your textual and visual citations.

The format in which you present this information can include:

· A website with active links

· A Word document with active links

· A PowerPoint with active links

· A word document with the text, images, and citations included.

When is this project due? Will I have time in class to work on it?

Your completed Annotated Reference Guide is due Tuesday/Wednesday March 18/19.  This is the also the date that your book is due.  Remember you should be working on this project AS YOU ARE READING!  Most literature classes between now and then will include a combination of SSR and time allocated to working on this project.  Laptops will be available is class for your use.  Therefore, you should have no problem completing this project on time.  Completed annotated reference guides need to be printed out and/or e-mailed (in the case of a website or PowerPoint) to Kristin and Lauren BEFORE your Literature class starts the day your project is due.

AN EXAMPLE TO HELP YOU…

Example Book: Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel
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Topic:  The Mexican Revolution of 1910 - 1920
On November 20, Mexico celebrates the anniversary of its Revolution. On this date in the year 1910 the war to overthrow the dictator Porfirio Díaz began.  General Porfirio Díaz had been in power for more than 30 years (1876-1911).  Under his rule, Mexico had political stability and grew in many areas, creating new industries, railroads, kilometers of railroad tracks as well as the increase of foreign capital. Nonetheless, this progress was not translated into the peoples’ well being.  Soon there was political unrest.  The unhappiest sectors of the Mexican society were the peasants and labor workers. Díaz did everything in his power to crush any uprisings.  The Cananea massacre is historically considered the spark that finally ignited Mexico’s Revolution.

In early 1909 Francisco I. Madero founded the Anti Reelectionist Party.  The Anti Reelectionist party designated him to run for President in the elections of 1910.  Díaz was under constant pressure and on June 6th he ordered the imprisonment of Madero, augmenting that he was “inciting rebellion and offending the authorities”.  In prison, Madero learned that through an electoral fraud Díaz declared himself President of Mexico one more time!

Then and there Madero, who had always been a pacifist, decided to flee from prison and call for a National Insurrection on November 20 1910.  He declared the electoral process invalid and appointed provisional Governors.  Immediately, uprising broke out in several Mexican states.  Some of the most important Revolutionaries were Pascual Orozco, Francisco Villa in the northern states, and Emiliano Zapata in the south.

New elections took place in 1911, and Madero was elected President of Mexico. Three Porfirist generals also attacked President Madero, who in turn, appointed Victoriano Huerta to repress the offensive.  In time history would prove that Victoriano Huerta was the utmost traitor of the Revolution.  Francisco I. Madero was captured and assassinated by Huerta’s accomplices.  A new Revolutionary movement emerged with unprecedented force; it was called the Constitutionalist Movement.   Huerta had to flee the country in 1914.  In 1917 the Constitution was reformed.  Fighting among revolutionary groups did not end until 1920.

Connections to the book:

Understanding the events of the Mexican Revolution of 1910-1920 allows me to better understand the setting of Like Water for Chocolate.  The novel, which takes place during this time period, explores the Mexican Revolution from the point of view of the feminine and examines how different characters respond to the revolution's goal of liberty.  When I first read the part of the novel when Gertrudis, Tita’s oldest sister, runs off with a revolutionary soldier and later returns as the head of a revolutionary army, I didn’t quite understand what was going on.  However, after learning about the specific events and the common person’s role within this revolution, I can picture the setting of the book better.  After learning more about the Mexican Revolution, I can image what Gertrudis’s life as a soldier must be like even though her story is not thoroughly explored within the plot of the book. 

Textual Sources

1. http://www.inside-mexico.com/revolucion.htm   2. http://www.mexconnect.com/MEX/austin/revolution.html
Visual Sources:

1. www.johntoddjr.com   2. www.vivirlatino.com   3. www.gameideas.org
