Introduction to the Bard Guiding Questions

Group 1: Shakespeare’s life 

Find out as much as you can about William Shakespeare.  Begin with the points below: 

•  where he was born 

•  his family 

•  when he was born 

•  when he died 

•  where he died 

•  His wife 

•  his lover 

This activity has been adapted using information from the following website: http://www.teachit.co.uk/online/shakey1.asp 

Group 2:  Shakespeare’s works 

Find out about the plays and poems that William Shakespeare wrote. Begin with the points below: 

•  How many plays did he write? 

•  How were his plays received at the time? 

•  Name five of the plays Shakespeare wrote. 

•  How were the plays performed? 

•  Where were they performed? 

•  What else did he write? 

This activity has been adapted using information from the following website: http://www.teachit.co.uk/online/shakey1.asp 

Group 3:  Shakespeare’s times 

Find out about what life was like when Shakespeare was alive. 

Include the following: inventions & technology, food,  art, English social class, leisure activities  (entertainment), and clothing. Feel free to be creative and add more to the list!

This activity has been adapted using information from the following website: http://www.teachit.co.uk/online/shakey1.asp 

Group 4: The Globe Theatre 

Find a picture or diagram of The Globe Theatre and find out as much as you can about it. When you have completed your research find the following areas and label them on your picture. 

•  the main entrance 

•  the yard 

•  entrances to lowest gallery 

•  middle gallery 

•  gentlemen’s rooms or lords’ rooms 

•  the stage 

•  the  ‘hell’ under the stage 

•  the stage trap 

•  stage doors 

•  gallery above the stage 

•  back-stage area 

•  dressing rooms 

•  the  ‘heavens’ 

This activity has been adapted using information from the following website: http://www.teachit.co.uk/online/shakey1.asp 
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